JUXO AND THE PAYCOCK       ACT

she is feeling comfortable, she is inclined
to be reminiscent; when others say any-
thing, or following a statement made by
herself^ she has a habit of putting her
head a little to one side, and'nodding
it rapidly several times in succession^
like a bird pecking at a hard berry.
Indeed, she has a good deal of the bird
in her, but the bird instinct is by no
means a melodious one. She is
ignorant^ vulgar and forward, but her
heart is generous withal. For instance^
she would help a neighbour's sick child;
she would probably kill the child) but
her intentions would be to cure it; she
would be more at home helping a dray-
man to lift a fallen horse. She is
dressed in a rather soiled grey dress
and a vivid purple blouse; in her hair
is a huge comb) ornamented with huge
coloured beads. She enters with a
gliding step) beaming smile and nodding
head. BOYLE receives them effusively}
BOYLE. Come on in, Mrs, Madigan; come

on in;  I was afraid you weren't comin', * . .

(Slyly} There's some people able to dhress, ay,

Joxer?

JOXER. Fair as the blossoms that bloom in
60